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Hvatningarverdlaun arsins  Motivational Award of the Year

52 Audur Loa
Guonadottir



2in}ND pue 80UsI0g
9.— ‘uoiyeonpI JO J9ISIUI OlpUe|9|

g _ _.\m El— OL elleyge.ejewseguiuusu 30 -eJUUS| ®O»®H—.®l_ a

11110psQau|Y l|I



Pad er sénn anaegja og heidur ad fa ad taka patt i peirri hatidar- og
gledistund pegar islensku myndlistarverdlaunin eru veitt i fyrsta
skiptie Peim er aetlad ad vekja athygli a pvi sem vel er gert a svidi
myndlistar hér a landi auk pess ad studla ad kynningu a okkar
myndlistarfélki og stydja vi listskdpun pesse Eg vona verdlaunin
verdi baedi virdingarvottur vid okkar ageetu myndlistarmenn og
hylling til peirrae

Myndlistarrad stendur ad verdlaununume Radid var
stofnad med 16gum sem téku gildi i byrjun ars 2013. Helsta
hlutverk pess er ad vera mennta- og menningarmalaradherra og
00rum stjornvoldum til radgjafar um malefni myndlistar auk pess
ad uthluta styrkjum ur myndlistarsjédie

Myndlistin gefur lifinu lit, opnar nyjar viddir og veitir
oft nyjan skilning a fyrirbaerum tilverunnare Pad er mikil askorun
fyrir listamanninn ad finna sér stad a pessu stora og vidfedma
svidi sem myndlistin er og i pvi liggur vaentanlega skyringin a pvi
af hverju myndlistin er svo étrulega mismunandi med éravidum
fidlbreytileikaes En morgum tekst pad og pad er medal annars
tilefni islensku myndlistarverdlaunannae Gildi peirra felst medal
annars i pvi ad auka samst6du medal myndlistarmanna og vekja
athygli folks 2 myndlistinni i landinu, fidlbreytni hennar og geedume

It is a pleasure and an honour
to take part in this festive and
celebratory moment when the
Icelandic Art Prize is presented
for the first time. The award is
meant to draw attention to
accomplishments in the field
of visual art in Iceland, and to
promote our visual artists and
promote their work. | hope
this award will be both a mark
of respect and praise for our
exceptional artists.

The Icelandic Visual Arts
Council is behind the award. The
Arts Council was established
with laws that took effect in the
beginning of 2013. Its main role
is to advise the Minister of
Education, Science and Culture
and other governmental bodies

on issues regarding fine art,
and to allocate grants from the
Visual Arts Fund.

Visual art gives colour to
life, opens new dimensions, and
often offers a new understanding
on phenomena in existence. It is a
great challenge for artists to find
their place in this extensive and
broad stage that visual art is,
and that is probably the reason
for the incredibly versatile and
diverse nature of visual art. But
many do find their place and that
is one reason for the Icelandic
Art Prize. Their value lies, among
other things, in strengthening
solidarity among artists and
drawing attention to visual art
in the country, its diversity
and quality.
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Tilgangur islensku myndlistarverdlaunanna er skyr, en pad er
ad vekja athygli & pvi sem vel er gert 4 svidi myndlistar & [slandi
og studla ad kynningu a islenskum myndlistarménnum og
myndskdpun peirras Verdlaunin eru pvilidur i ad efla islenska

samtimamyndliste

Hugmyndin ad islensku myndlistarverdlaununum
kviknadi i myndlistarradi sem stendur ad baki verdlaununume
| samtali peirra sem sitja radié kom fram ad til ad masta hlutverki
bess sem tilgreint er i l6gum ad studla ad kynningu a islenskum
myndlistarménnum og myndskopun peirra hér a landi og erlendis
veerirad ad koma a fét verdlaunum par sem kastljésinu veeri beint
ad pvi sem paetti framurskarandiiislenskri myndlist a4 hverjum
timae Allir peir sem sitja i myndlistarradi voru einhuga um ad med
bvi ad efna til vidurkenninga af pessum toga veeri teekifzeri til ad

efla islenska myndliste

Grunnur ad verdlaununum var lagdur i mars 2017
eda fyrir teepu ari sidan og undirbuningur héfst ad fullu i oktober
sidastlionume Um er ad raeda tvenns konar vidurkenningare
Annars vegar er um ad reeda myndlistarverdlaun arsins
sem eru veitt myndlistarmanni med islenskt rikisfang eda
myndlistarmanni busettum a islandi sem pykir hafa synt
framurskarandi verk 4 arinu 4 Islandi og eru verdlaunin ein milljén
kronae Hins vegar er um ad reeda hvatningarverdlaun arsins
sem eru verdlaun veitt ungum starfandi listamanni sem hefur
synt framurskarandi verk opinberlega 4 arinu 4 islandi og eru

verdlaunin 500 pusund krénure

The purpose of the Icelandic
Art Prize is clear - to highlight
accomplishments in the field of
visual art in Iceland, and to promote
Icelandic artists and their work.
The award is a part of promoting
and advancing Icelandic
contemporary art.

The idea of the Icelandic
Art Prize was started within the
Icelandic Visual Arts Council, which
is behind the award. Members of
the Arts Council discussed that
an award highlighting exceptional
contributions to Icelandic visual art
would rhyme with the Arts Council’s
legal obligations to promote and
support Icelandic artists and
their works at home and abroad.

Members of the Arts Council were
unanimous that establishing such
an award would be an opportunity
to promote Icelandic visual art.

The foundations for the
award were laid in March 2017,
almost a year ago, and preparations
fully commenced last October.
There are two awards; on one hand
there is the award for Visual Artist
of the Year, which is awarded to an
artist with Icelandic citizenship or
residency and is for one million ISK;
the other is the Motivational Award,
awarded to a young artist who has
publicly exhibited exceptional work
over the year in Iceland, and is a
prize of 500 thousand ISK.
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| bvi augnamidi ad démnefnd vaeri skipud adilum med
vidteeka pekkingu a svidi islenskrar myndlistar og yfirsyn yfir
lidid myndlistarar var leitad eftir tilnefningum i domnefnd fra
Sambandi islenskra myndlistarmanna, SiM, Listfraedafélagi
islands, Listahaskdla islands og til forstddumanna Listasafns
islands, Listasafns Reykjavikur, Gerdarsafns, Nylistasafnsins,
Listasafnsins & Akureyri, Listasafns Arnesinga, Listasafns
Reykjanesbasjar og Listasafns ASie | ddmnefndinni sitja auk min
sem formadur ddomnefndar og fulltrdi myndlistarrads, Bryndis
Hrénn Ragnarsdéttir fra SiM, Magnus Gestsson fra Listfreedafélagi
islands, Margrét Elisabet Olafsdattir fulltrii forstddumanna safna
og Sigrun Inga Hrélfsdattir fra Listahaskdla islandse

Verdlaunin voru formlega kynnt 20. desember og var
ba jafnframt opnad fyrir tilnefningar a vefsidu myndlistarradse
Lokad var fyrir tilnefningar 17. januar sidastlidinn og var anaegulegt
ad sja hversu margar tilnefningar barust eda samtals 70
Tilnefningar til myndlistarmanns arsins voru 32 og tilnefningar
til hvatningarverdlauna arsins voru 15 Pad var pvi ur vondu ad
rada fyrir ddmnefndinae Eg vil pakka peim sem satu med mér
i ddomnefnd fyrir peirra starfe Hvert og eitt peirra lagdi fram sin
faglegu sjonarmid svo ur vard listi yfir pa fjora myndlistarmenn
sem pykja hafa skarad fram ur a sidasta ari auk pess sem
valinn var ur gédum hopi sa ungi myndlistarmadur sem hlytur

hvatningarverdlaunine

To ensure that the jury
was comprised of members with
extensive knowledge in the field
of Icelandic visual art and a
comprehensive view of the scene
over the past year, nominations for
jury members were sought from
SIM - The Association of Icelandic
Artists, the Association of Art
History and Theory in Iceland, The
Iceland Academy of the Arts, and
to the Managing Directors of the
National Gallery of Iceland, The
Reykjavik Art Museum, Gerdarsafn
- Képavogur Art Museum, the Living
Art Museum, Reykjanesbaer Art
Gallery, and the ASI Art Gallery.
Aside from myself, who is chair of
the jury and the Icelandic Visual Arts
Council representative, members
of the jury are: Bryndis Hrénn
Ragnarsdottir from SIM, Magnus
Gestsson from the Association of
Art History and Theory in Iceland,
Margrét Elisabet Olafsdottir,
representative of Managing

Directors of art museums, and
Sigrun Hrélfsdottir from the Iceland
Academy of the Arts.

The award was formally
launched 20 September 2017, and
at the same time the Icelandic
Visual Arts Council opened for
nominations on its website. The
deadline for incoming nominations
was 17 January 2018, and it
was pleasing to see how many
nominations were submitted - a total
of 70. Nominations for the Icelandic
Art Prize of the Year were 32, and 15
for the Motivational Award. Members
of the jury therefore had their work
cut out for them. | would like to thank
my fellow jury members for their
work. Each and every one presented
their professional opinion, resulting
in a list of the four artists that are
considered to have excelled in the
past year, in addition to selecting
from a group of great artists the
young artist who receives the
Motivational Award this year.
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Eg vil einnig pakka Bjérgu Stefansdéttur hja Kynningar-
midstdd islenskrar myndlistar, KiM, og Heru Gudmundsdattur,
verkefnastjora [slensku myndlistarverdlaunanna, sem hafa haft
veg og vanda ad framkvaemd verdlaunannae Pa langar mig til ad
pakka starfsménnum raduneytisins Karitas Gunnarsdaottur og
Eiriki Porlakssyni sem gafu myndlistarradi svigrum til ad hrinda
hugmyndinni um islensku myndlistarverdlaunin i framkvaemde
Sidast en ekki sist vil ég pakka mennta- og menningarmala-
radherra, Lilju Alfredsdottur, fyrir ad taka ad sér ad afhenda

verdlaunine

Eg vona svo sannarlega ad islensku myndlistar-
verdlaunin muni festa sig pannig i sessi a naestu arum ad pad
byki eftirsoknarvert ad hljéta vidurkenningarnar og ad verdlaunin
muni vekja verdskuldada athygli a islenskri myndliste

| would also like to thank
Bjorg Stefansdottir from the
Icelandic Art Center - IAC, and
Hera Gudmundsdottir, project
manager of the Icelandic Art
Prize, who have given their
expertise and efforts in the
implementation of this award.
Furthermore, | would like to thank
Karitas Gunnarsdoéttir and Eirikur
borlaksson from the Ministry
of Education and Culture, who
provided the Icelandic Visual Arts

Council leeway to implement the
idea of the Icelandic Art Prize.
Last, but not least, | would like to
thank the Minister for Education
and Culture, Lilja Alfredsdottir,
for presenting the awards.

| sincerely hope that the
Icelandic Art Prize will take root in
the coming years so that it will be
an honour and of value to receive
the award, and that the award
will be a tool to bring deserved
attention to Icelandic visual art.
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Pad er sannarlega anaegjulegt ad myndlistarverdlaun hafi
verid sett a fot og vona ég ad vegur peirra verdi sem mestur
i framtidinnie Pad er einnig mikill heidur ad hafa verid bodid
ad taka saeti i pessari fyrstu domnefnd verdlaunannae

Samtal milli okkar sem pjonudum sem démnefnd
var baedi gefandi og upplysandie Og vil ég pakka peim 6llum
einleeglega fyrir samstarfide Samtalid sem ad myndlistin knyr
fram er aevinlega djupt, fyndid, einleegt og opnar avallt augu
manns fyrir fleiri pattum og eiginleikum listaverkae Samtal a
hvada hatt sem pad a sér stad, millimanna, eda millimanna og
listaverka eda jafnvel milli listaverka og listaverka er lykill ad pvi
ad greina stdduna og skapa framtidina i sameiningue DOmnefndin
hefur ni komist ad nidurstédu, en ég vil nota petta taekifeeri til
bess ad pakka 6llum peim sem tilnefndu listamenn til verdlauna
og umfram allt vil ég pakka 6llum peim stéra hopi sem leggur
stund a myndlist hér a landie Sa hopur er ad gera géda og
gagnmerka hluti a hverjum degi og ma segja ad par séu allir

sigurvegarare

Myndlistarmennirnir sem hér eru tilnefndir til
verdlauna endurspegla mjog mikla breidd, baedi hvad vardar
efnistdk, midla og vidhorftil listarinnar en pad sem tengir pau
saman er hid augljésa, sjonraen nalgun vid veruleikann og hans
margslungnu birtingarmyndire Pau sem hljéta verdlaun hér
i kvold verdskulda pa vidurkenningu og pad er mikilveegt ad

benda a pad sem vel er gerte

It is indeed welcome that an award
for visual art has been established,
and | hope that they will be prized
and appreciated in the future. It is
also a great honour to have been
offered a place on this first jury
for the award.

The discussion that we, who
were on the jury, had was both
rewarding and enlightening. And
| would like to sincerely thank all
my fellow jury members for the
collaboration. The discussion that
visual art evokes is always deep,
funny, sincere, and continuously
opens your eyes to more aspects
and the properties of artwork.
Debate, however it takes place,
between people, or between
people and artwork, or even
between artworks, is the key to
defining the situation and creating

a future together. The jury has
now reached a conclusion and

| want to use this opportunity to
thank all those who nominated
the artists for the award, and
above all | would like to thank the
large group of people working on
visual art here in Iceland. This
group is doing great and valuable
work every day, and in that way,
everyone is a winner.

The artists that are
nominated for an award here
reflect great diversity, with regard
to subject matter, mediation, and
views on art, but they share the
obvious, visual approach to reality
and its intricate manifestations.
The artists receiving an award
here tonight deserve recognition
and it is important that we give
praise to great accomplishments.
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En pessum verdlaunum er einnig eetlad ad vitha um
mikilveegi myndlistare Vid lifum a sevintyralegum timum par sem
teekni og visindum fleygir frame Sjonraen pekking, innseaei og
skoépunargafa er pad sem mennskan hefur fram yfir vélare
Myndlist er grunngrein pegar kemur ad pvi ad proska pessar
gafur sem snua ad skynjun, sjdonraenu leesi og skilningie En listin
er po fyrst og sidast afl i sjalfu sér og birtist a 6llum svidum i allra
kvikinda likie | henni er ad finna mikla speki, hun er uppspretta
gledi og rumar raunar allt réf tilfinningaes Hun er dveent og getur
lika verid dvaegin og Opaegilege Pegar vel tekst til opnar listin
sar i raunveruleikann sem gerir pad ad verkum ad vid skynjum

nyjan sannleikae

Af pessum sékum eigum vid ad setja miklu meiri fokus
og miklu meiri orku og fijarmuni i listire Alls stadar a 6llum svidume
Pess vegna a ad borga listamdnnum, svo ad peir geti unnid og
kalla pa til vid urlausnir hvers kyns verkefnaes Og veita peim
verdlaun, svo ad eftir peim sé tekide

But this award is also meant
to emphasise the importance of
visual art. We live in adventurous
times of great technological
and scientific advances. Visual
knowledge, intuition, and creativity
is what being human has over
machines. Visual art is an essential
factor when it comes to developing
these gifts of sensibility, visual
literacy and understanding. But
first and foremost, art is a force
of its own, appearing in all walks
of life in all sorts of forms. In it we
find great wisdom, it is a source of

joy, and accommodates every
spectrum of emotion and feeling.
It is surprising and can also be
ruthless and unpleasant. If
successful, art punctures wounds
in reality, making it possible to
sense new truths.

For this reason, we should
put more emphasis and a great
deal more effort and money in the
arts. Everywhere in all fields. That
is why artists should get paid, so
they can work, and they should be
called upon to work on solutions
to all sorts of projects.
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Anna Julia Fridbjornsdottir

Margbrotin syning Onnu Juliu Fridbjérnsdéttur myndar
undurfagra heild sem sameinar umfjéllun um natturu-
romantik, visindalegar flokkunaradferoir, politik og
ljodraena framsetningue Titill syningarinnar er margraedur,
eins og syningin i heild, en med henni tekst Anna Julia
a vio adkallandi vidfangsefni samtimans sem tengjast
breytingum a umhverfi dyra og mannae Flaekingsfuglar
af sett sbngvara verda taknmynd fyrir streymi fléttamanna
og stjornukort a blaum kalkipappir myndgerving fyrir
aheettusom ferdaldge Syningin byr yfir politisku inntaki, en
einnig angurveerd sem ma upplifa og tulka sem ljodreena
nattururomantike Syningin bydur ahorfendum ad taka
sioferdilega afstddu til natturu og samfélags og vekur
til vitundar um fegurd og vidkvaema tilviste A syningunni
Erindi tekst Onnu Juliu ad sampaetta fagurfraedilega og
sioferdilega paetti listarinnar a ahrifamikinn hatte
Doémnefndin var einhuga um agaeti syningar
Onnu Juliu Fridbjornsdéttur i Hafnarborg vegna pess
hversu teer og vel hugsud hun er, auk pess ad virka fra
morgum sjonarhornume
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Anna Julia Fridbjornsdéttir
(f.1973) byr og starfar i Reykjavik.

i myndlist sinni notar hin ymsa
midla og adferdir medal annars
teikningar, skulptur, videé og
fundid efni. Mengid & milli visinda
og menningar er henni hugleikid en

Anna Julia Fridbjornsdottir’s
intricate exhibition forms an exquisite

umfjdllunarefni hennar eru ur eins
Slikum attum og flokkunarfraedi,
myndlistars6gu og malefnum
lidandi stundar og vardar oftar

en ekki stédu manneskjunnar
iheiminum almennt.

Anna Julia Fridbjornsdottir
(b.1973) lives and works in
Reykjavik. Her art combines
various mediums including
drawing, sculpture, video and
found material. She is interested

is the intersection between
science and culture and draws on
such diverse sources as politics,
taxonomy, art history and, more
generally, the position of the
human beingin the world.

The exhibition has political content

but also a serenity that can be

entirety combining deliberations
on Nature Romanticism, scientific
classification methods, politics,
and lyrical presentation. The title
of the exhibition is ambiguous, as
the exhibition itself, and Anna Julia
tackles pressing contemporary
issues regarding the changing

environment of animals and humans.

Vagrant birds of the Silviidae family
become symbols of the forced
migration of refugees, and a star
map on blue carbon paper a
metaphor for perilous journeys.

experienced and interpreted as
lyrical Nature Romanticism. The
exhibition offers the viewer to take
a moral stand regarding nature
and society, provoking awareness
of beauty and the vulnerability

of existence.

The jury was unanimous
regarding the high quality of
Anna Julia Fridbjornsdottir’s
exhibition in Hafnarborg, due to
how clear and considered it was,
and works on many levels and
from different angles.
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Egill Seebjornsson

Egill Ssebjoérnsson kynnti tréllin Ugh & Bddgar fyrst
til sdgunnar a syningunni Out of Controll 4 Feneyjar-
tviseringnum 2017, Eftir dvoélina i Feneyjum og kynni
tréllanna af alpjédlegum listheimi komu pau til islands
sem heimsborgarar og umbreyttu syningarrymii8
Gallery i gleesilega skartgripaverslune | pessari munadar-
voruverslun, par sem tekid var a moéti gestum eins og
vidskiptavinum, gaf ad lita djasn i trollslegum steerdum,
gerd ur ufnu hrauni, fagudu Murano-gleri og gullhiududum
leire Syningin i i8 er afsprengi vidamikillar syningar i
Feneyjum og saman mynda paer sannfaerandi heild yfir-
gripsmikillar adeilu a samtimanne Um leid er syningin full
afleikgledi, barnslegum vidhorfum og sképunargledi, sem
undirstrikar ad allir bua yfir skdpunarkrafti - lika trolline
Syningin Ugh & Bd6gar Jewellery { i8 er endapunktur
a patttoku Egils Seebjornssonar i Feneyjum en jafnframt
sjalfsteed syninge

Domnefndin telur syningu Egils Seebjérnssonar
i i8 tala af dirfsku beint inn i samtimanne Hann teflir fram
verkum sem vid fyrstu syn virdast skopleg en hreyfairaun
vid grafalvarlegum malefnume




Egill Seebjornsson (f. 1973) byr
og starfar i Berlin og Reykjavik.
Verk hans og gjorningar hafa
verid synd i Hamburger Bahnhof
- safni fyrir samtimalist i Berlin;
Frankfurter Kunstverein;
Kélnischer Kunstverein; The
Baryshnikov Art Center i New
York; Oi Futuro i Rio de Janeiro;
PS1MoMA; Kiasma i Helsinki;
Nylistasafni Astraliu i Sydney.
Arid 2017 var Egill fulltrii islands
a Feneyjatviseringnum asamt
tréllunum Ugh og Béogar.

Medal galleri syninga hans ma
nefna: i8 galleri Reykjavik;
Hopstreet Gallery Brussel;
Isabella Bortolozzi Gallery, Berlin
og Johann Kénig Galerie, Berlin.

Egill Saebjoérnsson first introduced
the trolls Ugh & Boégar in his
exhibition Out of Controll at the
2017 Venice Biennale. After their
time in Venice and experience of
the international art scene, the

Egill var tilnefndur til Carnegie
listverdlaunanna arid 2010 og
verk hans ma finna i p6 nokkrum
einkas6fnum. Tvé nyleg verk eftir
hann eru: Steinkugel, varanlegt
listaverk i opinberu rymi fyrir
Robert Koch Institute i Berlin og
Cascade, ljésainnsetning fyrir
Kunstmuseum Ahlen. Ario 2011
vann hann dsamt Marcia Moraes
og Robert Wilson ad endurgerd

4 verki Wilson sem ber titilinn
Einstein on the Beach. Egill hefur
auk pess gefid ut prjar baekur med
verkum sinum og gefid ut fimm
plétur med ténlist sinni. Egill vinnur
med i8 Gallery i Reykjavik og
Hopstreet Gallery i Brussel.

With an educational background
in drawing and painting, his
approach is somehow a
technological continuation of
painting. For Seebjornsson, all
artworks have always been alive
and have co-created us as much
as we created them. In other
words; “art is an independent
species evolving together with
humans”. We are not in control
of art, art has simultaneously
shaped us. As a matter of fact,
there must be a creative power
infront of art, in front of science,
and even religion. Using a playful
approach, Seebjornsson
celebrates this playful creative
force, the relationship between
humans and the environment.
Seaebjornssonis interested in the

connection between the mental
reality and the physical reality; in
the mere connection between what
we think and what is happening in
the world around us. One can say
that, in his work, this is indicated by
the projected videos onto objects.
The videos can be perceived as
the thoughts or the mental reality
and the objects as the physical
reality or vice versa. We constantly
project our thoughts onto the
world, just like we record the world
through our senses. Humor and
perhaps a sense of magic or

other elements, such as music,
which acquire an openness to
interpretation on different levels

is somewhat how Sabjérnsson
approaches his work.

a convincing comprehensive

critique of our times. Meanwhile,

the exhibition is also full of
playfulness, child-like attitudes
and creativity, emphasising that
everyone is creative, even trolls.

trolls returned to Iceland quite the
cosmopolitans and opened a stylish
jewellery store in i8 Gallery. The
high-end shop, where guests where
welcomed as customers, displayed
jewellery in gargantuan sizes, made
of serrated lava, sophisticated
Murano-glass, and gold-plated clay.
The exhibition in i8 Gallery is an
off-shoot of an extensive exhibition
in Venice, and together they form

The exhibition Ugh & Béogar
Jewellery in i8 Gallery is the
final stage of Egill Seebjérnsson’s
contribution to the Venice Biennale,
but also an independent exhibition.
The jury considers Egill
Saebjornsson’s exhibition in i8 a
direct and daring contemporary
input. He presents works that at
first sight seem humorous but are
in fact touching on grave issues.
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Hulda Vilhjalmsdottir

Malverk Huldu Vilhjalmsdaottur hafa vakid athygli a
undanférnum arum fyrir hraleika, samfara rikri tjaningue
Helstu eiginleikar hennar sem listamanns koma gloggt
fram a syningunni sem samanstendur af malverkum,
vatnslitamyndum og keramikverkume Oll verkin bua yfir
bunga og tja allt i senn haettu og 6ryggie Pau eru samtimis
hra og meitlud, 6gud og kvike Meginvidfangsefni verka
Huldu er folk og tilfinningar sem eru tjadar med hradri
pensilskrift i malverkum sem bua yfir djupum lj6draenum
streng med pungum undirténie A syningunni var vegid
upp a moti melankoliskum téni malverkanna med
leirskulpturum i éraedu formi, sem Hulda hefur ekki synt
adure Pessi verk birtu ahorfendum nyja vidd og syndu
ahugaverda proun i verkum Huldue

Domnefndin telur verk Huldu Vilhjalmsdoéttur a
syningunni Valbra vera likt og myndljod par seminnszei og
naemi kalla fram 6flug og meitlud malverk, vatnslitamyndir
og leirverke Ahorfandinn skynjar vel pungann i verkunum
en um leid umhyggju Huldu fyrir vidfangsefninue




Hulda Vilhjalmsdottir, (f. 1971)
utskrifadist med BA gradu fra
Listhaskdla islands arid 2000.
Allatid sidan hefur hin helgad
sig malaralist og getid sér gott ord
fyrir verkin sin sem fjalla af neemni

um tilfinningalif manneskjunnar.
Hun hefur alla tid skrifad 1jod

og gefid ut nokkrar ljodabaekur.
Hulda hefur synt vida hér heima
ogerlendis og er petta fyrsta
einkasyning hennar i Kling & Bang.

Hulda Vilhjalmsdattir, (b. 1971)
graduated from the Iceland
Academy of the Artsin 2000.

Her work ranges from paintings

to drawings to ceramics and deals
with the sensitivity and emotion

of the human condition. She

also writes poetry as part of her
practice. Hulda has had numerous
solo and group shows in museums
and galleries. This is her first solo
show at Kling & Bang.

Hulda Vilhjalmsdoéttir’s paintings
have garnered much attention
these past years for their rawness
and rich expression. Her main
characteristics as an artist are
evident in this exhibition of paintings,
water colours, and ceramics. All
her works have weight and express
both danger and safety. They are
at once raw and incisive, disciplined
and vivid. The main subject of
Hulda’s work is people and feelings
expressed with quick brushstroke
writing in her paintings that vibrate
with deep lyricism and a heavy
undertone. The melancholy tone

of her paintings was counteracted
in the exhibition with inscrutably
shaped sculptures that Hulda

has not exhibited before. These
works displayed a new dimension
and interesting developments

in Hulda’s work.

The jury sees Hulda
Vilhjalmsdéttir’s works in the
exhibition Valbra as image poetry
where intuition and sensibility evoke
powerful and perceptive paintings,
water colours, and clay sculptures.
The viewer has a strong sense of
the weight of the work and Hulda’s
care for the subject.
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Sigurdur Gudjonsson

Doémnefndin velur Sigurd
Gugdjonsson Myndlistarmann
arsins fyrir akaflega sterkar

og heilsteyptar innsetningar

4 ovenjulegu syningarsveedi

i St. Josefsspitala. Syningin

er sjonraen upplifun par sem
ahorfandinn verdur medvitadur

um eigin tilvist og likama.
Verkin Fuser 2017, Scanner
2017 og Mirror Projector 2017
eru dularfull og voldug i senn
og kalla fram éraeda skynjun
sem po er full af visunum i
vélraena virkni.

The jury awards Sigurdur
Gudjonsson as The Visual Artist of
the Year for his incredibly powerful
and consistent installation in an
unusual exhibition space in the
former St. Joseph’s Hospital. The
exhibition is a visual experience
where viewers become aware

of their own existence and body.
The works Fuser 2017, Scanner
2017, and Mirror Project 2017
are simultaneously mysterious
and potent, evoking ambiguous
sensibilities that yet are full of
references to mechanics and
machinery.



Sigurdur Gugjonsson (f. 1975) leerdi
i Vin, Reykjavik og Kaupmanna-
hoéfn. Hann syndi fyrst um
aldamétin sidustu i listamanna-
reknum rymum i Reykjavik og
dokk en ageng videoverk hans
voktu strax athygli, ekki adeins
aislandi heldur i Berlin, New York,
Lundunum, Beijing, Seoul og alls
stadar par sem pau hafa verid
synd. Hann notar videé og lifandi
myndir en ad moérgu leyti maetti
fullt eins skilgreina verk hans sem
tonlist. Hann notar timamidil
(video) i verk sem fanga
ahorfandann gegnum rypma og
endurtekningu og tengja mynd og
hljod & pann hatt ad pau virdast

vikka skynsvid manns og vekja
nyjar kenndir. Verkin eru oftast
haeg ogipeim felst gjarnan vélraen
endurtekning, pau draga manninn
itaktfasta endurtekningu en vaxa
lika pegar madur staldrar vid pau
og fer ad skynja fleiri peetti peirra,
skrytnar lipur og taktmynstur sem
geta ordid naestum alltumlykjandi.
A sidustu arum hefur hann lika
unnid i stamstarfi vid tonskald

og pannig buid til verk sem
sameina video, rafhljéd og lifandi
flutning. Hann er sifellt ad vikka ut
skopunarsvidid en verk hans bera
sterk personuleg einkenni og na ad
skapa undarlega nand sem aftur
styrkir enn frekar skynhrifin.

Sigurdur Gudjénsson (b. 1975)
studied in Vienna, Reykjavik, and
Copenhagen, starting his exhibition
career at the turn of the century in
the artist-run experimental scene
in Reykjavik that has fostered new
artintemporary venues all over
the old city. His dark and moody
videos immediately set him apart
and attracted attention not only
inlceland but also in Berlin, New
York, London, Beijing, Seoul, and
wherever they were exhibited. He
mostly uses video but in many
ways his work could as easily be
classed as music. He exploits the
potential of time-based media to
produce pieces that rhythmically
engage the viewer in a synaesthetic
experience, linking vision and

hearing in ways that seem to
extend one’s perceptual field and
produce sensations never felt
before. Usually slow and often
repetitive, his pieces draw you

in and gradually start to expand,
creating complex loops and
rhythmic schemes that can
almost overwhelm the senses.
Recently he has collaborated
with composers to produce works
that combine video, electronic
sound, and live performance.

His repertoire is continuously
expanding but retains a highly
individual and almost personal
flavour, endowing each work with
anintimacy that heightens the
already intense perceptual effect
of the experience.

Sigurdur Gudjonsson er tilnefndur fyrir syninguna Innljos

i kapellu og likhusi St. Josefsspitala i Hafnarfirdi, a vegum
Listasafns ASle Syningin samanstendur af premur mynd-
bandsverkum, Fuser 2017, Scanner 2017 og Mirror Projector
2017, sem er varpad a golf og veggi a premur stédum i
byggingunnie Myndefnid er sott i heim véltaekninnar og
auga myndavélarinnar beint ad taktfastri og endurtekinni
hreyfingu vélarhluta i neermynde Nidurstadan eru daleidandi
abstrakt myndir, linur og lijds sem visa fram og aftur
i tima, i uthugsudu samspili myndar og hljédse Skrudningar
fra hreyfingum valsa, skanna og glaeruvarpa renna saman
vid myndefnid og eru samofnar sjénreenum pattum verksinse
Saman mynda myndbandsverkin heildstaeda innsetningu i
bessu dvenjulega syningarrymi svo ur verdur magnad samlif
verka og rymise Vélraenn, siendurtekinn taktur og floktandi
birta eiga sinn patt i ad skapa heildarupplifun, sem vekur
samtimis vitund um likamleika og efni og skynjun andlegra
vidda og naleegdar handanheimae Myndefnid og fram-
setning pess undirstrikar sdgu hussins og nain tengsl
bess vid hugmyndir um miskunnsemi, nad og likne Titill
syningarinnar visar i tilbeidslu og tilraunir til ad fanga hid
einstaka og timabundna med endurtekningu og upp-
hafningu i manngerdu umhverfi yfirgefins husse Verkin
visa i sdgu vélvirkninnar og tulka prana til ad méta heiminn
og hafa stjorn a eiginleikum natturunnare

Domnefndin telur ad verk Sigurdar
Gudjonssonar a syningunni Innljés myndi einstaklega
sterka heilde Med ahrifamiklu samspili myndar og hljods
tekst honum med verkum sinum ad gera ahorfandann
medvitadan um sdgu syningarstadarins, andlegar viddir
og eigin hverfulu tilviste
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Sigurdur Gudjonsson is nominated
for his exhibition Inlight in the chapel
and morgue of former St. Joseph’s
Hospital in Hafnarfijérdur, curated
by the ASI Art Museum. The
exhibition displays three video
works, Fuser 2017, Scanner 2017,
and Mirror Projector 2017, that are
all projected onto the floor and walls
in three different locations in the
building. The imagery is sourced
from the world of technology and
the lens of the camera is pointed

at the rhythmic and repeated
movements of machine parts in
close up. The result is mesmerizing
abstract images, lines, and lights
that refer back and forth in time,

in carefully considered interaction
between image and sound. The
reverberations of moving rollers,
scanners, and projectors blend

into the imagery and are integrated
in the visual aspects of the works.
Combined, the videos form a
comprehensive installation in this
unusual exhibition space, creating

a compelling symbiosis of artwork
and space. The mechanical,
repetitive rhythm and flickering

light contribute to creating the
general experience, simultaneously
evoking an awareness of the tangible
and material and a sense of spiritual
dimensions and the proximity of the
otherworldly. The imagery and the
way it is presented underlines the
history of the building, its close
connection with ideas of mercy,
grace, and care. The title of the
exhibition refers to worship and
efforts to capture the unique and
transient with repetition and elation
in a manmade environment of an
abandoned building. The works refer
to the history of mechanics and
interpret the desire to mould the
world and manage the properties
of nature.

The jury thinks that
Sigurdur Gudjénsson’s works in
the exhibition Inlight creates an
exceptionally strong whole. With
impressive interplay of image and
sound, Sigurdur manages with his
work to make the viewers aware of
the history of the exhibition space,
spiritual dimensions, and their own
fleeting existence.
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TAT MAHAL ER
S GRAFHYSI ASTARINNAR




Audur Loa Gudnadottir er ungur listamadur, sem kom
fram med aberandi heetti & nokkrum syningum a sidastlidnu
arie Verk Audar Léu bua yfir ferskum andblaee Pau lysa
hugmyndaflugi og getu til ad vinna j6fnum hdndum med
listsbgulegar skirskotanir og deegurmenningue Hun synir
skapandi vinnubrégd og nalgast vidfangsefni sin med
leikgledi, skopskyn og jakvaedni ad leidarljosie Audur
Loéa synir feerni i ad nalgast malefni samtimans og tengja
bau vid godsagnir fornaldare

| skipulagi hdpinnsetningarinnar/samsyningar-
innar Diana a9 eilifu, sem sameinadi leik og igrundada
nalgun, tvinnadi Audur Loa saman félagslega samvitund
og sterka samkennd fjdldans vid nutimagodsogne Einka-
syning hennar Godsagnir i Plassi heimagallerii syndi med
oyggjandi heetti ad hun hefur sterk tok a grunnpattum
vestreennar menningar sem hun tjair med groflega
motudum smaskulptirume Folk og dyr, malud i bjortum
litatonum visa j6fnum héndum i ségu vestreennar ha-
menningar og lagmenningue A pennan hatt tekst Audi
Léu ad brjota nidur vélgenga tvihyggju vestreennar
menningare Mork adgreiningarinnar eru maad ut og sma-
styttan, heimilislegi skrautmunurinn, er hafinn upp a stall
listarinnare Audur Loa synir hugrekki med pvi ad taka
stelpulega skrautgripinn, smastyttuna, og stilla honum
upp sem fullgildu listaverkie

Doémnefndin telur ad Audur Loa Gudnadottir sé
vel ad Hvatningarverdlaunum arsins komine Hun hefur synt
ad hun er 6hraedd vid ad leita efnividar a dveentum stédum
og tulka vidfangsefni sin afinnszei og frumleikae Oll vinna
hennar og framsetning leiftrar af hlyju og fyrirheitum um
aframhaldandi hugmyndaflug og 6venjulega syn a lifide
Pvi hvetur démnefndin Audi Lou til ad halda afram ad skapa
a sinn einstaka hatte



Audur Loa Gudnaddttir (f.

1993) er myndlistamadur, sem
leikur sér & landamaerum hins
hlutleega og huglaega, skulpturs
og teikningar, listar og veruleika.
Hun vinnur markvisst med
hversdagsfyrirbzeri, figuratif, og
myndmal sem huin seekir i forna
jafnt og nylidna ségu. Hun nytir
sér virkni listhlutarins i sjalfu sér,
alltaf b6 sem hlutur i sinu eigin
samfélagslega samhengi.
Audur Léa utskrifadist af
myndlistasvidi Listahaskola
islands 2015. Sidan pa hefur
hun starfad sjalfsteett og i

samstarfivid adra listamenn,

og tekid patt i syningum eins og
Kyrralif i Listasafni Reykjavikur,
Loén og Baejarvotn i sundlaug
Langanesbyggdar og 109 Kettir

i Peysum i Ekkisens. | névember
2017 styrdi hin, og tok patt i,
samsyningunni Diana, ad Eilifu
par sem 14 listamenn unnu
saman med hugmyndina um
Diénu prinsessu & prem stodum i
Reykjavik. Hun lsetur til sin taka i
listalifinu 4 islandi, og tekur virkan
patt i starfsemi grasrotarhreyfinga
eins og Dulkapunni, Gallery Port
og Ekkisens.

Audur Loa Gudnaddttir (b. 1993) is
an artist that plays on the border
of the objective and the subjective,
of sculpture and drawing, art and
reality. She works with mundane
phenomena, figurative imitation,
and the visual language of both
ancient and recent history. She
seeks to activate the artwork
itself, but always as an object inits
own social environment.

Audur Léa graduated from the
fine arts department of The
Iceland Academy of the Arts

in 2015. Since then she has
worked independently, and in the
company of other artists; she has
been involved in group exhibitions

such as Still life in The Reykjavik
Art Museum, L6n og Bagjarvotn
in the Pérhéfn swimming pool,
and 109 Cats in Sweaters in the
Ekkisens gallery. In November of
2017 she curated, and presented
her own work in, the exhibition
Diana Forever which was held in
3locations in Reykjavik. There

14 artists presented new and
previous work focusing on the
person and the image of Princess
Diana. She is an active part of the
Icelandic art scene, contributing
to the artistic efforts of grassroot
movements such as Dulkapan,
Gallery Port, and Ekkisens.

Audur Loéa Gudnadottir is a young
artist who made a name for herself
with a few exhibitions last year.
Audur Loa’s works are a fresh

wind on the scene. They display
imagination and skill to work with
both art historic references and
popular culture. She uses innovative
methods and approaches her
subjects with playfulness, humour,
and positivity. Audur Loa is adept
at tackling contemporary issues
and connecting them to ancient
myths and legends.

In organising the group
installation/exhibition Diana Forever,
which combined play and a reasoned
approach, Audur Léa merged social
collective awareness and the strong
communal empathy with a modern
legend. Her solo exhibition Legends
in Plass home-gallery showed
without a doubt that she has a solid
grasp of Western culture that she
expresses with roughly shaped
miniature sculptures. People and
animals, painted in bright colours

refer to the history of both high-
brow and low-brow Western culture.
In this way, Audur Léa manages to
break down the mechanical dualism
of Western culture. Boundaries
of distinction are blurred and the
statuette, the domestic ornament,
is elevated to the pedestal of art.
Audur Loa demonstrates audacity
by taking this girly ornament, the
statuette, and presenting it as a
certified work of art.

The jury believes that Audur
Loa Gudnaddttir is more than
deserving of the Motivational Award
of the year. She has shown that
she is unafraid of mining source
material in unexpected places
and interpreting her subject with
intuition and ingenuity. All her
work and presentation radiate
warmth and promise of continued
imagination, and an unusual outlook
on life. Therefore, the jury would like
to encourage Audur Lda to continue
to create in her own unique way.
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Bryndis Hrénn Ragnarsdottir

er myndlistarkona, busett i
Reykjavik. Hun lauk nami fra
myndlistardeild Listahaskdla
islands (2002) og Akademie der
Bildenden Kunste i Vin (2006)
Bryndis hefur synt verk sin &
islandi, { Evrépu og i Banda-
rikjunum. Hun starfar einnig ad
utgafu, syningarstjérn og kennslu
myndlistar.

is an artist, living in Reykjavik.
Bryndis graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts
from Iceland Academy of the
Artsin 2002 and earned her
master’s degree from Akademie
der Bildenden Kunste in Vienna
in 2006. Bryndis has exhibited
inlceland, Europe and in the
United States and also works in
publishing, as a curator and a fine
arts teacher.

Dr. Magnus Gestsson

list- og safnafreedingur lauk
doktorsprofi fra University

of Leicester arid 2009. Ad
namiloknu var Magnus
adstodarsyningarstjori

vid Attenborough Arts Centre

i Leicester. Fra 2012 hefur
Magnus verid stundakennari

i listfraedi vio Haskdla Islands og
Listahaskolann. Fra 2011-2016
rak Magnus Galleri Gest -
farandgalleri og hefur sidan 2015
verid syningarstjori Galleris 78 i
Reykjavik og unnid ad kynningu
hinsegin listar og listafdlks.
Rannséknarahugi Magnusar
beinist ad séfnum, gallerium

og hinsegin listafolki.

Art and museum historian earned
his doctorate degree at the
University of Leicester in 2009
and worked as an assistant
curator at the Attenborough Arts
Centrein Leicester until 2012.
Magnus has worked as a teacher
in Art History at the University

of Iceland and Iceland Academy
of the Arts since 2012. From

2011 to 2016 Magnus ran the
gallery Galleri Gestur - travelling
gallery and has been the curator
of Galleri 78 since 2015. The
research interests of Magnus
are museums, galleries and
LGBT artists.

Dr. Margrét Elisabet Olafsdottir

er lektor vid Haskdlann & Akureyri.
Huner med doktorsprofilist-

og fagurfraedi fra Université Paris
1Panthéon Sorbonne. Margrét
Elisabet hefur skrifad um myndlist
i dagblod, timarit og baekur,
skipulagt vidburdi og starfad sem
syningarstjori auk pess ad fast

vid kennslu & svidi listfreeda vid
Haskola islands og Listahaskdla
{slands. Undanfarin ar hefur hun
unnid ad ritun békar um Steinu
Vasulka auk pess ad fast vid
rannsoknir & islenskri natimalist
og videolist asamt rannsoknum

4 svidi listgreinakennslu.

is an assistant professor at the
University of Akureyri. She has
adoctorate degree in Art and
Aesthetics from Université Paris
1Panthéon Sorbonne. Margrét
has worked as a curator, written
for numerous publications

and taught Art History at the
University of Iceland and Iceland
Academy of the Arts. These
past years Margrét has worked
on abook about Steina Vasulka
alongside studies on lcelandic
contemporary art, video art and
art studies.

Margrét Kristin Sigurdardottir

er vidskiptafraedingur cand.
oecon., auk pess sem hun hefur
lokid MBA og MSc gradum.

P4 stundadi hin nam i Austur-
Asiufraedum um tima. Med
héaskélanamilauk Margrét
fjolmoérgum namskeidum i
Myndlistarskola Reykjavikur og
namskeidi i Central Saint Martins
i London. Margrét hefur verid
formadur myndlistarrads fra arinu
2016 og er formadur ddmnefndar
islensku myndlistarverdlaunanna.
Hun hefur vidteeka reynslu af
stjérnunar- og fjolmidlastorfum.
Hun hefur verid virk i félags-
storfum og situr nu i stjorn Félags
haskolakvenna. Hin var formadur
doémnefndar i vali 4 Haskolakonu
arsins. Adur var hun formadur
Félags vidskiptafraedinga og
hagfreedinga og sat pa um arabil
idomnefnd sem valdi Fyrirteeki
arsins og Vidskiptafraeding
arsins. Margrét starfar nu

sem almannatengsla- og
samskiptastjori.

is a Business and Economics
Administrator (cand. oecon.) and
has completed an MBA and MSc
degree. Alongside her studies
Margrét completed numerous
courses at the Reykjavik School
of Visual Arts and a course at
Central Saint Martins in London.
Margrét has been the chairman

of the Icelandic Visual Arts
Council since 2016 and leads

the jury of the Icelandic Art Prize
2018.She was the chairman of

the Association of Business
Administrators and a jury member
of the Business of the Year
Business Administrator of the
Year awards. Margrét currently
works as PR and Communications
Director.

Sigrun Hrolfsdottir

er myndlistarmadur og vinnur
med teikningu, malverk, vided
og innsetningar. | verkum sinum
skodar Sigrun hid éefnislega
sveedi tilfinninga og samspil innri
heims pess personulega vid hinn
ytri heim hugmynda, hluta og
takna. Sigrun er ein af premur
stofnendum Gjérningaklubbsins
(1996). Verk hans eru af marg-
vislegum toga ogunninialla
midla en eiga pad sameiginlegt
ad eiga reetur i gjorningalist.
Sigrun stundadi myndlistarnam
4 listasvidi Fjolbrautaskolans

i Breidholti, vid Myndlista- og
handidaskéla Islands og Pratt
Institute i New York. Hun hefur
einnig lokid MA-gradu i heimspeki
fra Haskola islands. Sigrun er
deildarforseti myndlistardeildar
Listahaskola islands.

is an artist working with drawing,
painting, video and installations.

In her work Sigrun studies the non-
material world of emotions and the
interaction between the private
realm and outside ideas, objects
and symbols. Sigrun is one of three
founders of the performance

art group the Icelandic Love
Corporation. Sigrun studied Fine
Arts at the Icelandic College of
Arts and Crafts and at the Pratt
Institute in New York and has a
master’s degree in Philosophy
from the University of Iceland.
Sigrun is the dean of the Fine Arts
department at Iceland Academy
of the Arts.
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